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Local Government

Planning review changes in NSW raise ire

§ Jacoh Sawlwick

Developers will confront a new systemto
review councll declslons on proposed rezon-
Ings after changes announced by Planning
Minister Rob Stokes last weel.

Mr Stokes sald a new rezoning raview pro-
cess would replace the pre-Gateway review.

He sald the changes would ensure a faster
and more Independent review process. And
they would stop developers proposing, and

“This will end the absurd sltuation.of pro- -

. posalsrisinglike zombles agaln and againIn

anendless cycle of amendments and resub-
missions duringthe review procéss,” MrSto-

- kessald. A simpler, easier-to-understand

and quicker review process wiltbenefitap-
plicants and the commuriity allke.”

As part of the changes, which came info
effectlast week, if developers want to review
aproposed rezoning they will have to first

atthereviewstage.

~~*Thetone of the announcement implies
that it is applicants that have beenat faultin
delaying the processing of planning propos-
als but much of thefault actually lies with
thestate government’s slow and Inconsist-
entplanning system,” the chief executlve of
the Urban Taskforee, Chris Johnson, sald.
COUNCILLORS KEPT WAITING

Mayors and counclllors from seven local
government areas confronting forced mer-
gers have been kept walting for aresponse
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to aletter to Mike Balrd ralsing concerns
abaout thearmalgamation process.

The councillors, from Mosman, Hunters
Hifl, Ku-ring-gai, Strathfleld, Cabonne, Oberon
and Shellharbour, wrote to the Premler last
month requesting the government suspend
mergersfor thetime being.

Thelr counclis have not yet merged be-
cause they or neighbouring councils have
chailenged the process in court. But the gov-
ernment Islikely te merge the councils should
those court challenges by unsuccessful.




