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Wonderland: last
piece of the puzzle

Central Park has turned the old rundown brewery site in Chippendale into one of
the livellest urban precincts on the city’s fringe.

ith the lust residentinl stage of the $2
billion Central Park complex about to go
onsale, the endis finally in sight to the 10

yeurs of development thut hius
transformed the oid 5.8-hectare brewery site at
Chippendale into one of the most awarded
masterplanned developments in Sydney.

It’s also turned the rundown inner west district
intw ene of the liveliest urban precinets on the city
{ringes. "Central Park has becn a great success.” says
close neighbour Judith Neilsen, one of Australia’s
leading style barons, philanthropists and art
collectors who owns the acclaimed White Rabbit
Gallery nearby.

*They huve creuted u friendly spice with avillage
ubmosphere, where there is i tangible senss of
ownership and belonging Livingin it, I've been able
Lo see the pleasure und enjoyment the green s paces
huve given the community. You see all sorts in the
pav: dog walkers, students, locals, filness groups,
barbecues, parties, joggers, fumilies. Everyone uses
the shupping centre, comes in Lo ses Lhe VIVID
installations, und Spice Alley and the restaurantsare
Hourishing. It's very special.”

The joint venture development, between Frasers
Property Australin and Sekisui House, of about 2200
homes over nine huildings, is now due to he
completed by early 2019, with the final residential
release of anew 294-apartment parkside building,
Wonderland, to take place over the next few weeks
(see box, right).

Frasers Property Australis development director
Mick Caddey says its been ustonishing seeing the
project gradusdly tuke shupe. “We've achieved
something that just isa't monolithie," he says, “There
have been so many different Lhings and difforent
wrchitects involved, wid modern buildings as well s
restured herituge buildings, und little laneways and

“It's a great mix of residential and student
accommodation, retail and commercial and it's one of
thebest examples we have in Sydney of a bustling,
commerecially successful living environment, Andit’s
won 80 many awards!”

Since 2009 the development has been presented
with no fewer than 28 international, national and state
awards for architecture, groen eredentials, building
standards, and interior design for residential, retadl
and commercial, Chief among them was the title of
Hest Tall Building Worldwide, for One Central Park,
from the Couneil for Tall Buildings and Urban
Hubitat; and the winner of the World Green
Infrastructure Congress’s International Green
Infrastructure Award,

Professor Sue Holliday of urban policy and strategy
at the University of NSW, says Central Park should be
applauded for frying hard to introduce sustainability
intoitsdesign. " They made alot of positive moves in
thatdirection, which is where inner-gity regeneration
needs topo," she says.

“It’salso brilliantly connected withshopping and
luneways, and ull that is funky and engaging for peaple
like Gen-Xers and millennials. Others might say it's too

[ood areus., They're ull so diverse, the on) y asp
they havein 1are the istency in
presentation and the guality, [ts been a really
fabulous journey seeing itull come togethier, and for
the city to get these developmentsup.”

Onloolkers, such us Chrs Johnson, chief executive
of the Urban Taskforee Australia, also seesit as s
hisge plus for Sydney. "L think it's the leading project
Inwettiog the agenda for how well high-density lving
can actually work,” he says. "IUs a pretty dense place,
with 1000 people per hecture, but there are still
purks, open spuce, gyms, u childeare centre, lots of
nmenity,

high and overshadows and isn't consistent with
Chi dale. But I sometimes compare it to Green
Square and Victoria Park, which doesn’t have
anything like its diversity of uses and energy

With each building at Central Park designedhya
different architect, it's attracted enormous attention
for those designs. Architecturaljudge and lecturer
Michael Zanardo, of Studio Zanardo, saya there area
lotof innovative thinga about the bulldings and their
environmental inftintives.

“Therenrelots of things to hold up about it being o
goud news story, but Twould hold back from saying
you'd want to replicate it comple tely everywhere," he
says.

Central Park’s Alice In Wonderland features include:

4 THEMAD HATTER: The cantileverad hiliostat, designed to channel
mare patural sunlight into the complex

* THE CHESHIRE CAT: The hellostat alsocraatesa huge LED artwork,
the constantly changing Sea Mirror that keeps everyona smiling.

% THE CATERPILLAR: The 116-metre world-firstvertical green walls
designed by French botanist Patrick Blznc that providesafacadeof
greenery over Central Park One has wan awards of its own.

1 DOWN THE RABBIT HOLE: The masterplanned comminity is full of
Interesting laneways to becomefost in, wilth heritage termaces,
warshousesand new buildings with bars, qulleries and rétallers.

¥ THE TEA PARTY: Spice Alley. s complex of great eaterfes and mostly
Asian foor stalls. provides a fascinating dining experience, while the
Abercrombie Hotel has ust been sigriad uplerarelitand new operators.
# TWEEDLEDUM AND TWEEDLEDEE: Thare arelnnovative, large-
scaleartworks dotted throughout the precinets, with a fewane bya
well-known Japanese artistabout to ba commissioned, as wall as regular
artexhibitions.

¥ THEKING OF HEARTS: Residents seemto havetaken quickiy to thair
new homes, participating in the free outdoor fitness camps, attending
tha fortnightly Brewery Yard Markets and using Austrafia’s largest pod of
GoGetsharecars.




