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Sensuous flows and
curved shapes
should be the norm
for Sydney, writes
James Robertson.

re Sydney’s planners

too afraid to colour out-

side the lines? That's

the message from the
city’s development lobby, which
thisweek warned that conservat-
ism among council planners was
stifling creativity.

Urban Taskforce boss Chris
Johnson said the city’s planners
were too wedded to “orthogonal”
and boxy designs that did not stand
out from the existing cityscape.

With some obvious exceptions,

Mr Johnson said Sydney’s archi-
tecture “followed the rules and.
lines up with the street edges”.

partments and the culfure breeds
more of the same,” he said. “Plan:
ners often prefer projects that sit

*this a-pproach was at odds witha

new Sydney style of architecture
that employed “sensuous flows”

said Mr Johnson had made a valid
argument - up to a point. “When
someone comes along with the next

“An exotic-lovkingbuildingcan  comfortably withinthe rules and and curved shapes. David Ryan, Opera House, you need to be able to
set off alarm bellsin planning de- the e:ustmgﬁ!;arac ter”.Heargued fromthe NSWPlanningInstitute recognise that. But the greater
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problem would be if you took ano-

rulesapproach: mam_ﬂngm!us
need to provide certainty - and de-
velapers themselves like that."

Severalmuucﬂa.mchaam-
matta, actively encourage innovat-

‘jve designs with bonuses such as
extra floor spice. “Some {eoul_u_:ﬂs'
planning controls] canbe overly re-
abrictive;” Mr Ryan said.

Last week, new laws took force
that strengthened the hand of coun-
cils to police breaches of their plan-
ning codes. They canissue
immediate fines of up to $15,000 for
businesses found tobe inbreach.of
their development consents, while
the maximum fine able tobe dis-
pensed by a court for the same
breachesincreased to $5 million.

Eoghan Lewis, from Sydney ar-
chitecture firm ELA, thought
Sydney planners could stand o
#lgosen up” and beless prescriptive
about designs. "But onceyou do, it's
a question of whether youuse that
freadom for good or evil”



