
 
 
 

 

 
7 July 2008 
 
 
Grocery prices inquiry - Submissions  
Australian Competition and Consumer Commission  
GPO Box 520  
MELBOURNE VIC 3001 
 
E-mail:  grocerypricesinquiry@accc.gov.au        
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 

Further Public Submission to the Grocery Prices Inquiry by the Urban Taskforce Australia 
 
Further to our public submissions made on 2 June, 19 May 2008 and 11 March 2008 we 
wish to make a further submission. 
 
1. Federal parliament has the power to resolve planning issues 
 

The Urban Taskforce has obtained an opinion from Senior Counsel, Robertson Wright, as to 
the power of the Australian parliament to force changes to state planning systems that 
would break the stranglehold of the current shopping centre owners.   
 
Mr Wright found that the Federal Parliament had the power to give retail developments 
access to a streamlined development process, if State governments refused to amend 
their planning laws to make them more competition-friendly. State governments could be 
forced to amend their planning laws so that decisions must promote competition, as well 
as satisfying other objectives.   Town planners would also be barred from making decisions 
aimed at protecting existing businesses from any loss of trade.  
 
The ACCC’s grocery prices inquiry is able to recommend tough federal action to deal 
with anti-competitive town planning rules.  Federal action will be crucial if any meaningful 
reform is to be achieved. 
 
A copy of the option of Robertson Wright SC is attached.  

 
2. Examples of everyday occurrences in the planning system 
 

Right now local communities are being denied the benefits of competition and cheap 
local groceries, because of State Government planning rules.  The planning system 
deliberately prevents competition amongst retailers.   
 
The current pending development application for a new supermarket and speciality 
stores on Hamilton Road in Fairfield West is an excellent example of what’s been going on 
for years.  Both Stockland and Westfield have objected to the new supermarket and 
they’ve been up-front about their reasons. 
  
Stockland operates a shopping centre at Wetherill Park, around two kilometres from the 
proposed new supermarket.  In its letter it claims that the new supermarket will “have 
adverse impacts on the viability of existing retail centres” and will be a “detriment to other 
centres.” 
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Westfield Shoppingtown is located at Liverpool, six kilometres away. Westfield has 
objected because – to quote its submission – the development would “result in the 
establishment of a significant district shopping centre drawing trade from a wide 
catchment.”  Westfield says that the extra choice for Fairfield residents would be 
“inconsistent with State Government and local planning controls.” 
 
Customers should have a genuine choice – they should not be forced to shop in a 
particular location because state government policies deny them the opportunity to shop 
elsewhere. State Government policies are helping major companies secure monopolies 
and are denying shoppers the benefits of competition. 
 
A copy of the letters of objection from Westfield and Stockland are attached. 

 
As always, we remain available to meet with officers of the ACCC and/or answer any 
requests you may have for additional information. 
 
Yours sincerely 
Urban Taskforce Australia 
 
 
 
 
 
Aaron Gadiel 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
Encl. 
 


























































